Diagnosis of unilateral otolith hypofunction.
Asymmetric vestibular function is the basis of vertigo. Whereas caloric tests can identify unilateral peripheral loss or impairment of horizontal semicircular canal function reasonably accurately, there is as yet no single accepted test of unilateral otolith hypofunction. In some advanced vestibular laboratories around the world, new and perhaps diagnostically useful tests of otolith function are being devised. The physiologic basis and the present clinical applications of these tests are reviewed.